Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 BONN 19662 221 152Z 

20 

ACTION NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 W 

071211 

O 221144Z NOV 76 

FM AMEMBASSY BONN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3451 

SECRET AMEMBASSY BONN 19662 
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FOR SONNENFELDT FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, NATO, MBFR 

SUBJECT: MBFR - FRENCH DATA PROBLEM 

REF: STATE 285828 

1 . I CALLED VAN WELL THIS MORNING AND CONVEYED YOUR 
CONCERN ABOUT WHO SHOULD APPROACH THE FRENCH, NOTING 
YOUR VIEW THAT A PRESENTATION BY THE GERMANS WOULD CARRY 
THE MOST WEIGHT. 

2. VAN WELL RECALLED THE PREVIOUS CONTACTS BY THE 
BELGIANS WITH FRENCH, INSTIGATED BY DAVIGNON, AND SAID 
DE LABOULAYE HAD ALREADY INDICATED HE WOULD HAVE NO 
OBJECTIONS TO CONTINUING SUCH EXCHANGES WITH THE BEL- 
GIANS. GIVEN THIS BACKGROUND, VAN WELL FEELS IT WOULD 
BE BEST TO HAVE THE BELGIANS MAKE THE APPROACH TO THE 
FRENCH; THIS WOULD GIVE GREATER CREDIBILITY TO THE 
IDEA THAT THE APPROACH DEALS WITH A TACTICAL AND OPERA- 
TIONAL PROBLEM, WHEREAS IF THE GERMANS WERE TO TAKE 
OVER IT WOULD BE SEEN AS RAISING THINGS TO A MORE 
POLITICAL LEVEL. 

3. VAN WELL HOPED THE APPROACH COULD BE MADE TO THE 
FRENCH TUESDAY OR WEDNESDAY. HE NOTED THAT GUIRINGAUD 
WILL BE IN BONN ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26 FOR REGULAR 
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WOULD TAKE OCCASION TO BACK UP THE MBFR APPROACH IF 
THAT SEEMED APPROPRIATE. 

4. ALTHOUGH I REITERATED YOUR VIEWS ABOUT PREFERENCE 
FOR GERMAN APPROACH, VAN WELL SEEMS DUG IN ON ABOVE 
LINES. I TOLD HIM I WOULD PASS THIS BACK TO YOU AND 
WOULD BE IN TOUCH IF YOU HAD FURTHER VIEWS. SINCE 
FRENCH PRESUMABLY WONT-REPLY IMMEDIATELY TO APPROACH, 

PERHAPS TWO-STAGE TACTIC OF BELGIANS GOING FIRST 
FOLLOWED BY SUPPORT FROM GENSCHER WOULD BE THE MOST 
EFFECTIVE. 

STOESSEL 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DATA, BALANCED FORCE REDUCTIONS, PLANNING MEETINGS, CAT-A 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 NOV 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BONN19662 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: P8401 05-1 046 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 976/newtext/tl 9761 127/aaaaawyo. tel 

Line Count: 73 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: 76 STATE 185828, 76 STATE 285828 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: BoyleJA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <29 APR 2004 by ellisoob>; APPROVED <18 AUG 2004 by BoyleJA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MBFR - FRENCH DATA PROBLEM 
TAGS: PARM, FR, GE, US, BE, NATO, MBFR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



